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ginal amount for which it was opened, on the ground that
tiie condition stipulated bj the Government before mentioned
had been practically complied with by the public and mer-
cantile community having subscribed upwards of 60 lakhs
to the Port Canning Company for similar purposes. This appli-
cation was attended with success, and the Government of India
promised to advance the money require! from time to time
without interest, on the security of the Commissioners' pro-
perty, re-payable of course within five years. The transaction
was duly completed in May 1866.

Having now fairly launched the Municipal Commission,
we shall proceed to consider generally the advantages which
have resulted from its introduction, the good effected by its
agency, the expenditure of the funds placed at its disposal,
and various other subjects in direct connection with it.

Judging from the evidence before us, we find little cause
for satisfaction at the progress made in the advancement of
the interests of the port or for congratulation in the per-
manent advantages conferred on the town; and we are
inclined to pronounce that such an institution was not at the
time needed, and should not have been introduced without
more mature consideration. Whether, however, the Munici-
pality should now be abolished or not, is a different question.

It is necessary to remember that the world is tolerably full
of institutions, which ought never to have been set up, yet
which, having once been so, ought not to be rudely pulled
down, and that it is often wise in practice to be content with
the mitigation of an abuse of which, were we to look at it in the
abstract, we might be impatient to recommend the demolition.

The best things may be misused, and we think this has
been so in the case of Municipalities in Bengal ; but were
we to abolish all institutions misapplied, all customs warped
from their true aim, what a fragment of society should we
retain I The power of a Municipality for good or evil is undoubt-
edly very great, and we believe that with improved laws, but
above all with sounder supervision, such bodies may yet become
of great service to this country, developing, as they necessarily
must, the faculty of self-government said to be inherent in all
men, and requiring merely cultivation and training. But we can-
not but regret that the Government after having, as we have
shown, repeatedly refused to take part in the undertaking of Port
Canning, should have eventually been induced to give way. We
fully admit that there are many unremunerative works of public